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Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) is a relapsing gastrointestinal (GI) disorder characterized by . )
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5% to [15%.2 In a large survey of 8386 patients from community-based practices the . /
prevalence of IBS fwas[10.5% . Symptoms of IBS adversely affect quality of life, including ___ - ® {W

social and psychological aspects, and are associated with considerable costs to the health care L {g‘;ﬂw&l ]
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predominant (IBS-D)), constipation predominant (IBS-C), mixed subtype (IBS-M), or Wi;::gnzﬁﬁg O5/EEEA
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profiles were evenly split between those patients with predominant diarrhea (25.4%) and

constipation (24.1%), withand overall more females than males are affected by [BS[f .-~ 1 Comment [L17]: Wilson 2004 F#SEAIp495A
Diagnosis s based on clinical findings #because of the absence of abnormal radiologic or £

endoscopic findings ezand lack of a reliable piomarker test.2 Although the etiology of IBS is .- { Comment [A19]: Ford 2014/pS2C ]
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Support for a gut--microbiota etiology includes the relative clinical success of dietary

approaches and pharmacologic agents that modulate gut flora, including use of some
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of properties and-atributes-that may be beneficial for the management of patients with IBS- T W

D. Indeed, rifaximin is a derivative of rifamycin that contains an extra bepspyrido-imidazole . { Comment [A23]: Ford 2014/pS64
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Rifaximin has a high level of solubility in the small intestine (ie, it targets the small intestine)[] , |Scamelini2013p13154/p13164.D
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Data from experimental and clinical pharmacology studies indicate that rifaximin has broad '{ Comment [A24]: Husng 2005/p38A/035A
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